
St Paul’s Catholic Primary School 

        Curriculum Map – Reception 

Academic Year 2025 - 2026 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 Starting School The Museum 

of Me 
Community 
Heroes 

Let it Grow Ready, Set, 
Go! 

Globetrotters 

RE Branch 1: Creation and 
Covenant 
 
How did God Create the 
World and how can we 
look after his wonderful 
creation? 
 
Harvest Festival 
 
Diwali 2025 Celebrations 
 
 
 

Branch 2: Prophesy and 
Promise 
 
Why do we celebrate 
Christmas? 
 
Making Advent Wreaths 
 
Caritas Giving Advent 
Calendar 
 
Christmas Book Advent 
Calendar 

Branch 3: Galilee to 
Jerusalem 
 
What happened after 
the birth of Jesus? What 
role do children have in 
God’s kingdom? What is 
a Miracle? 
 
Baking Loaves of Bread 
(Jesus Feeds the 5,000) 
 

Branch 4: Desert to 
Garden 
 
What is Lent and why 
is it important? What 
are the events of Holy 
Week? 
 
Making Pancakes on 
Shrove Tuesday 
Palm Sunday 
Procession 
Stations of the Cross 

Branch 5: To the Ends of 
the Earth 
 
What happened after the 
death and resurrection of 
Jesus? 
 
Baking a Pentecost Cake 

Branch 6: Dialogue and 
Engagement 
 
How do Catholics work 
together with all 
Christians? How do 
Christians work together 
with people of different 
world faiths? 
 
Visit to Buddhist 
Temple and Zen Garden 
 

Prime Areas of Development 

Communication 
and Language 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Role playing in classroom 
home corner and café. 
 
Daily Storytime 
 
Small World Play 
Sand, mud and water play 

Role playing in classroom 
home corner and 
Christmas post office. 
 
Daily Storytime 
 
Small World Play 
Sand, mud and water play 
 
 
 

Role playing in 
classroom home corner 
and doctor’s surgery. 
 
Daily Storytime 
 
Small World Play 
Sand, mud and water 
play 
 
Word of the Week 
Initiative 

Role playing in 
classroom home 
corner and garden 
centre. 
 
Daily Storytime 
 
Small World Play 
 
Sand, mud and water 
play 
 

Role playing in classroom 
home corner and train 
station. 
 
Daily Storytime 
 
Small World Play 
Sand, mud and water play 
 
Word of the Week 
Initiative 
 

Role playing in 
classroom home corner 
and beach hut. 
 
Daily Storytime 
 
Small World Play 
Sand, mud and water 
play 
 
Word of the Week 
Initiative 



 Word of the Week 
Initiative 

  

Physical 
Development 

Exploring gross-motor 
equipment in outdoor 
area: including bean bags, 
stilts, wheelbarrows, 
balance boards, and 
wooden construction 
blocks. 
 
Exploring fine motor 
activities in continuous 
provision: including 
cutting, sticking, threading, 
weaving, picking, 
hammering, using 
playdough, using 
geoboards, using rolling 
pins. 
 
Weekly PE session with 
Right Way Sports (The 
Fundamentals) 

Exploring gross-motor 
equipment in outdoor 
area: including bean bags, 
stilts, wheelbarrows, 
balance boards, and 
wooden construction 
blocks. 
 
Exploring fine motor 
activities in continuous 
provision: including 
cutting, sticking, picking, 
threading, weaving, 
hammering, using 
playdough, using 
geoboards, using rolling 
pins. 
 
Weekly PE session with 
Right Way Sports (Using 
Beanbags) 

Exploring gross-motor 
equipment in outdoor 
area: including bean 
bags, stilts, 
wheelbarrows, balance 
boards, and wooden 
construction blocks. 
 
Exploring fine motor 
activities in continuous 
provision: including 
cutting, sticking, 
threading, weaving, 
picking, hammering, 
using playdough, using 
geoboards, using rolling 
pins. 
 
Weekly PE session with 
Right Way Sports (Using 
Balls) 
 

Exploring gross-motor 
equipment in outdoor 
area: including bean 
bags, stilts, 
wheelbarrows, 
balance boards, and 
wooden construction 
blocks. 
 
Exploring fine motor 
activities in 
continuous provision: 
including cutting, 
sticking, threading, 
weaving, picking, 
hammering, using 
playdough, using 
geoboards, using 
rolling pins. 
 
Weekly PE session 
with Right Way Sports 
(Throwing and 
Catching Skills) 

Exploring gross-motor 
equipment in outdoor 
area: including bean bags, 
stilts, wheelbarrows, 
balance boards, and 
wooden construction 
blocks. 
 
Exploring fine motor 
activities in continuous 
provision: including 
cutting, sticking, 
threading, weaving, 
picking, hammering, using 
playdough, using 
geoboards, using rolling 
pins. 
 
Weekly PE session with 
Right Way Sports 
(Introduction to Team 
Games) 
 
 

Exploring gross-motor 
equipment in outdoor 
area: including bean 
bags, stilts, 
wheelbarrows, balance 
boards, and wooden 
construction blocks. 
 
Exploring fine motor 
activities in continuous 
provision: including 
cutting, sticking, 
threading, weaving, 
picking, hammering, 
using playdough, using 
geoboards, using rolling 
pins. 
 
Weekly PE session with 
Right Way Sports 
(Introduction to 
Athletics) 
 
 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 

Making new friends with 
other children in our class. 
 
Learning to use the 
different areas of the 
classroom. 
 
Getting out and putting 
away resources 
independently. 
 
Use the classroom toilets 
independently for toileting 
and handwashing. 
 
 
 

Exploring feelings and 
emotions through picture 
books. 
 
Creating a culture where 
“mistakes” are valuable for 
learning. 
 
Sharing stories focused on 
healthy eating (Avocado 
Baby, Oliver’s Vegetables, 
Which Food Will You 
Choose?) and emotional 
health (Ruby’s Worry, 
Beautiful Oops!, The Lion 
Inside) 
 

Safety Around 
Medicines 
 
Using the Emergency 
Services, including Visit 
from London Fire 
Brigade 
 
Safety in inside and 
Outside Settings 
 
Staying Safe Online 
(Childnet’s “Smartie the 
Penguin” stories for 
EYFS) 

Exploring how our 
behaviour affects 
other people. 
 
Differentiating 
between appropriate 
and inappropriate 
behaviour. 
 
Recognising instances 
of unkindness and the 
importance of saying 
sorry. 
 
Learning that it is 
important to forgive, 
following the example 
of Jesus. 

Understanding increasing 
responsibilities as we 
grow older. 
 
Exploring our strengths, 
talents and next steps. 
 
Differentiating between 
wants and needs. 
 
Understanding that 
money is not infinite, and 
adults have to prioritise 
what they will spend on. 

Learning to stay safe 
when playing near and 
in water. 
 
Splash Park Visit 
(Weather Permitting) 
 
Reflecting on 
achievements in 
Reception and 
beginning to think about 
what Year 1 will be like. 
 
Further reflection on 
our talents and next 
steps to inform our Year 
1 teachers. 
 



Learning to express how 
we feel about moving to 
Year 1. 

Specific Areas of Development 

Literacy Focus stories include: 
Olu’s Teacher (Jamel C. 
Campbell) 
Owl Babies (Martin 
Waddell) 
But Martin! (June 
Counsel)  
 
Celebrating National 
Poetry Day 
 
Secret Reader 
  
 

Focus stories include: 
Funnybones 
(Alan Ahlberg) 
 
Oh No, George (Chris 
Haughton) 
 
The Gingerbread Man 
(Traditional Tale)  
 
Baking Gingerbread Men 
 
Secret Reader 
 

Focus stories include: 
Dr Dog (Babette Cole) 
 
Not Now, Bernard 
(David McKee) 
 
The Great Race 
(Chinese Folk Story) 
 
Visit to the Book Fair 
 
Secret Reader 
 

Focus stories include: 
Jack and the Beanstalk 
(Traditional Tale)  
 
The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar Peggy (Eric 
Carle) 
 
Peggy (Anna Walker) 
 
World Book Day 
Celebration  
 
Secret Reader 
 
  

Focus stories include: 
Naughty Bus (Jan and 
Jerry Oke) 
 
Magic Train Ride (Sally 
Crabtree) 
 
Pig’s Might Fly (Jonathan 
Emmett) 
 
Secret Reader 
 

Focus stories include:* 
Everybody Bonjours! 
(Leslie Kimmelman)  
 
The Runaway Chapatti 
(Susan and Adam Price)  
 
Fugu (Short 
Film) (Arthur Philippe, 
dir.) 
 
Secret Reader 
 
*Additional focus stories 
for Globetrotters 
change from year to 
year and are chosen to 
reflect some of the 
family heritages of the 
cohort. In 2025, 
additional focus stories 
are likely to originate 
from Spain, Eritrea, 
Poland and the 
Philippines. 

Mathematics “Careful Counting” Skills 
 
Match, Sort and Compare  
 
Measure and Patterns  
 
 
 

It’s Me: 1, 2, 3  
 
Circles and Triangles  
 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5  
 
Shapes with 4 sides  
 

Alive in 5 
  
Mass and Capacity 
 
6, 7, 8  
 

Length, Height and 
Time  
 
9 and 10  
 
Explore 3-D shapes  
 

To 20 and beyond  
 
How many now?  
 
Manipulate, compose and 
decompose  
 

Sharing and grouping 
  
Visualise, build and map 
  
Make connections 
  
Consolidation  
 

Understanding 
the World 

Observing seasonal change 
from late-Summer into 
Autumn 
 
Learning about the life-
cycle of a pumpkin 
 
Creating a solar system 

Observing seasonal change 
from Autumn into early-
Winter 
 
Autumn Visit to Trent 
Park 
 
Celebrating Bonfire Night 

Observing seasonal 
change from late-Winter 
into early-Spring 
 
Learning roles and 
responsibilities of 
doctors, firefighters, 

Observing seasonal 
change from early-
Spring into mid-Spring 
 
British Science Week 
 

Observing seasonal 
change from mid-Spring 
into early-Summer 
 
Learning about transport 
from the past: including 
omnibuses, penny 

Observing seasonal 
change from early-
Summer into mid-
Summer 
 
Comparing life and 
culture in the UK to life 
and culture in France, 



 
 
Space themed small world 
play 
 
Creating rockets 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Marking Remembrance 
Day by Creating a Whole 
Class Poppy Wreath 
 
Creating a family tree 
 
Learning how to care for 
pets 
 
Learning about Christmas 
customs and traditions 
 
Writing a letter to Father 
Christmas and posting it in 
the Station Road post box 
 
Shopping for a classroom 
Christmas tree on our 
local high street 

police, public transport 
drivers and dentists. 
 
Celebrating Chinese 
New Year, including 
making spring rolls and 
writing wishes for a 
Chinese wishing tree 
 
 

Learning about the 
main parts of a 
flowering plant 
 
Learning about the 
life-cycle of a 
flowering plant 
 
Planting beanstalks 
and sunflowers 
 
Learning about the 
life-cycle of a 
caterpillar/butterfly 
 
Rasing butterflies 
from caterpillars 
 
Learning about the 
life-cycle of a 
chick/hen 
 
Watching chicks hatch 
from real chick eggs 

farthings and steam 
trains. 
 
Learning about Garret 
Morgan’s invention of the 
3-way traffic lights. 
 
Floating and sinking 
experiments 
 
Visit London Transport 
Museum (“Is This the 
Way Home?” workshop). 

India, Japan and other 
selected countries. 
 
French café afternoon 
 
Making sushi bites 
 
Making chapatis 
 
 
 
 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

Making marks with a range 
of different tools 
 
Exploring printing tools 
and techniques 
 
Observational Painting of 
Pumpkins 
 
Learning simple songs that 
are part of our daily 
routine: including Days of 
the Week, Months of the 
Year, Wash Your Hands 
 
 

Printing firework pictures 
to celebrate Bonfire night 
 
Using materials to 
construct the houses of 
the Three Little Pigs 
 
Painting a self-portrait 
 
EYFS and KS1 Christmas 
Show 
 
Creating decorations for 
our Christmas tree and 
classroom 
 

Constructing emergency 
vehicles with both small 
and large construction 
resources. 
 
Using straws and chalk 
to create X-ray images 
 
Printing using a real fish 
(Jesus Feeding the 
5,000) 
 
Creating lanterns to 
celebrate Chinese New 
Year 

Visit to the National 
Gallery: “Talking 
Paintings” Tour 
 
Creating different 2-D 
and 3-D plants and 
flowers with different 
media 
 
Creating mix-media 
representations of the 
different life cycles 
learnt about 
 
Using loose parts to 
recreate important 
scenes from the Easter 
story 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Painting our own 
versions of the Mona 
Lisa 
 
Creating Japanese 
blossom scrolls 
 
Painting the Taj Mahal 
 
Design an outfit for 
“Blue, White and Red 
Day” 
 
Bollywood Dance 
Workshop 
 


